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Message Text 

SECRET 

PAGE 01 SINGAP 01256 181235Z 
ACTION EA- 12 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO PM-05 NSC-05 SP-02 SS-15 CIAE-00 
INR-10 NSAE-00 H-01 DODE-OO PA-01 /052 W 

043237 191042Z/21 

R 171030Z MAR 78 
FM AMEMBASSY SINGAPORE 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 9886 
INFO CINCPAC 

SECRET SINGAPORE 1256 

E.O. 11652$ GDS 
TAGS: MILI, SN 

SUBJECT: P-3 STAGING FROM SINGAPORE 
REFS: (A) SINGAPORE 1241, (B) STATE 37664 

1 . REF A REPORTS THE RECEIPT OF A NOTE FROM THE GOS 
FOREIGN MINISTRY, DATED MARCH 16, AGREEING TO THE STAGING OF 
P-3 FLIGHTS THROUGH SINGAPORE. THE AGREEMENT WAS IN THE 
CUSTOMARY FORM OF A NOTE QUOTING IN FULL THE U.S. NOTE OF MARCH 
2 REQUESTING PERMISSION TO STAGE THE FLIGHTS AND CONFIRMING 
THAT THE GOS NOTE "CONSTITUTES AN AGREEMENT ON THE CONTENTS OF 
THE ABOVE-MENTIONED EMBASSY'S NOTE BETWEEN THE GOVERNMENTS 
OF THE REPUBLIC OF SINGAPORE AND THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA ", 

2. WOULD APPRECIATE DEPARTMENT'S INSTRUCTIONS FOR DISPOSITION 
OF THE ORIGINAL OF THE SINGAPORE NOTE. ALTHOUGH IT SPEAKS 

OF AN "AGREEMENT" BETWEEN THE TWO GOVERNMENTS, WE ASSUME THAT 
IT IS NOT CONSIDERED BY THE DEPARTMENT TO BE AN AGREEMENT 
WITHIN THE SCOPE OF 1 1 FAM CHAPTER 700 SINCE IT MERELY GIVES 
GOS ASSENT TO USE OF CERTAIN SINGAPORE FACILITIES BY U.S. 

AIRCRAFT WITHOUT ANY SPECIFIC UNDERTAKING ON THE PART OF THE USG. 
ON THIS ASSUMPTION, THE PFOVISIONS OF 1 1 FAM 723.7 WOULD NOT 
APPLY. IS THIS CORRECT? IF SO, SHOULD WE FORWARD THE ORIGINAL 
OF THE SINGAPORE NOTE TO THE DEPARTMENT OR SHOULD WE HOLD 
SECRET 

SECRET 

PAGE 02 SINGAP 01256 181235Z 

IT IN OUR FILES? 

3. ALTHOUGH SINGAPORE NOTE WAS NOT CLASSIFIED, GOS OFFICIALS HAVE 
MADE IT ABUNDANTLY CLEAR THAT THEY DO NOT WISH ANY PUBLICITY 
WHATSOEVER REGARDING THIS AGREEMENT. ALL ASPECTS OF THIS 
MATTER SHOULD THEREFORE CONTINUE TO BE TREATED AS SECRET, 

AT LEAST UNTIL ARRANGEMENTS HAVE BEEN COMPLETED AND ACTUAL 
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OPERATIONS BEGIN. 

4. EVEN AFTER OPERATIONS BEGIN, THERE IS REASONABLY GOOD PROS- 
PECT THAT THEY WILL NOT ATTRACT ANY PUBLIC NOTICE. (C-141 
SUPPLY FLIGHTS TO DIEGO GARCIA HAVE BEEN TRANSITING SINGAPORE FOR 
OVER A YEAR WITHOUT PUBLIC NOTICE.) WE INTEND TO DISCUSS WITH 
THE SINGAPOREANS THE QUESTION OF CONTINGENCY PRESS GUIDANCE. 

THIS WILL BE SUBJECT OF SEPTEL. 

HOLDRIDGE 


SECRET 
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